Emergency peripartum hysterectomy in a teaching hospital in Eastern Taiwan.
This study aims to review the incidence, indications, risk factors and complications associated with emergency peripartum hysterectomy in a teaching hospital. We reviewed records of patients undertaking emergency peripartum hysterectomy performed at our institution from 1998 to 2004. Emergency peripartum hysterectomy was defined as one performed for haemorrhage unresponsive to other treatments <24 h after delivery. Eight cases of emergency peripartum hysterectomy were performed. The rate of peripartum hysterectomy was 0.25%. The main indications for hysterectomy were uterine atony and abnormal placentation. No maternal death occurred. Use of peripartum hysterectomy may become necessary in managing obstetrical haemorrhage refractory to other measures.